Summer12-Editors Note

10/18/12 11:00 AM

Back to Friends@Festival

Fall 2012 Newsletter

In addition to an adorable, bright-eyed
nine-month-old baby boy (and I am
not at all biased, of course), I am also
proud mom to several “babies” of the
NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

furrier variety—or, in one case…er…
scalier? You see, among the counted

FESTIVAL'S PET PROJECT

members of my little family are a
lovable and outspoken tabby, a timid
but feisty calico, and an equally—and

MEET FESTIVAL FACULTY

surprisingly—spirited box turtle. And
as delightfully different as they each
are, the thing they all have in common

FREELOADING

is that they are rescued or adopted.
There are few things closer to my

HOT DISH!
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heart. In fact, I have spent much of
my adult life advocating for and

Each show is a year (or often more) in

volunteering with local animal shelters

the making, so you can imagine how

and adoption organizations. So, when

it feels to see it all come to fruition.

our Chief Creative Officer—and fellow

Just try to envision planning a party

animal lover and advocate—Pokey

for 60,000 people! The “to-do” list can

Bolton announced her idea for the

be a bit overwhelming, but getting to

Festival Pet Project, I was practically

watch people enjoy the show makes it

giddy.

every bit worthwhile. (So, if you see
various staff members watching the

You can read about all of the details

show floor from the second-floor

of the Project in our lead story, but the

portholes at the George R. Brown,

greatest reason for my giddiness…we

you’ll know why!)

will be selling one-of-a-kind fabric
postcards, donated by artists from

If you can’t make it to this year’s

across the quilt world, at this year’s

Festival in Houston, you can check

Quilt Festival in Houston, with all

out our Facebook page for tons of

proceeds going to an animal rescue in

great photos taken over the course of

Festival's hometown of Houston. That

the show. We also regularly post
photos of gorgeous quilts that will be
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means that attendees will have the

on display at upcoming editions of

chance to purchase—for only $20—

Festival. When you think about it,

an original work of art AND help raise

that’s reason enough alone to “like”

money for a worthy cause. That’s a

us. Because, really, what’s better than

reason to get your tail wagging!

photos of amazing quilts…except

Something else to get excited about…
Quilt Festival in Houston is almost
here! At present, you’ll find most
members of our office, caffeine of

maybe photos of babies or cats...or
turtles. But again, I’m not at
all biased.
Happy Reading,

choice in hand, busily working to
prepare for the soon-to-be festivities.

Rhianna Griffin

International Quilt Festival/Houston
November 1-4, 2012
Preview Night October 31
Classes begin October 29
George R. Brown Convention Center
Houston, Texas, USA

International Quilt Festival/Cincinnati
April 11-13, 2013
Preview Night & Classes begin April 10
Duke Energy Convention Center
Cincinnati, Ohio, USA

International Quilt Festival/Chicago
June 21-23, 2013
Preview Night June 20
Donald E. Stephens Convention Center
Rosemont, Illinois, USA

International Quilt Festival/Long Beach
August 2-4, 2013
Preview Night & Classes begin August 1
Long Beach Convention Center
Long Beach, California, USA
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In an effort to give back to the
community and help address the
NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

1.

sizable and growing problem of stray
and unwanted animals in the Houston

FESTIVAL'S PET PROJECT

area, International Quilt Festival and
animal shelter/adoption agency
Friends For Life are announcing

MEET FESTIVAL FACULTY

“Festival’s Pet Project,” which will
debut at this year’s Quilt Festival in

FREELOADING

Houston.
The Project will unfold in a three-year

HOT DISH!

process. This year, a special exhibit
will feature selected animal-themed
quilts. In 2013, the exhibit will be by
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2.

invitation only. And in 2014, it will be a
judged show with prizes.
In all three years, artist-donated fabric
postcards—many with animal themes
—will be sold for $20 each, with
all proceeds going to Friends For
Life to aid in their programs and
goals. The cards will be on display
and available for purchase during
International Quilt Festival in Houston.
“We are honored to be involved with
such a heartfelt and creative project!
Just the initial response to the call for
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postcards has been amazing! It is

animal shelter in Houston that

especially touching that the

rescues, treats, rehabilitates and

responses are coming from all over

places animals into loving homes.

the country,” says Salise

Many FFL supporters offer to foster

Shuttlesworth, J.D., Executive

animals in their homes until they can

Director of Friends For Life.

be permanently adopted.

“One of the things we love about the

The Pet Project will benefit the

project is that it so directly connects

shelter’s operating costs and adoption

creative energy and talent with saving

programs, as well as their “Thinking

the lives of animals. These postcards

Outside the Shelter” program. That

truly are works of art, and will be

program offers financially-strapped

available at a price that will make

owners and foster “parents” support in

them accessible to people who might

the form of food and medicines for

not normally get to collect pieces of

their current pets so that they may

original art.”

keep their animals in their homes and

Pokey Bolton, Chief Creative Officer

out of the shelter system altogether.

of Festival producer Quilts, Inc. and

“I’m excited about the inaugural year

Pet Project Coordinator, adds “since I

of this extremely worthy program. It is

moved to Houston late last year, the

very important to both our company

first thing I did—even before I bought

and to me personally,” Festival

a couch—was get myself a dog. I got

Founder and Director Emeritus Karey

my adorable and goofy pooch,

Bresenhan sums up. “And I can’t wait

Clarence, from Friends For Life

to see the incredible works of art that

because I had heard such wonderful

will come from it!”

things about this no-kill shelter. I am
hoping with the money raised, that we

Photo Cutlines:

can help Friends for Life save even

Donated Pet Project fabric postcards by

more animals' lives.”

1. Jeannie Moore; 2. Sarah Ann Smith;
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Scan the list of classes offered at any edition of Quilt Festival, and you’ll see
that they’re presented by some of the biggest names in the quilting world. But

HOT DISH!

behind each of those names is a fascinating, creative quilt artist and individual.
So, with this new recurring Friends@Festival feature, we’re giving you the

CLICK HERE to download Fall
2012 Newsletter PDF

opportunity to get acquainted with some of our beloved faculty members (each
featured in this issue is teaching at this month’s fall Festival in Houston). For
this edition, we asked them the question, “Where does your inspiration come
from?” and have recorded their responses below. Readers, meet the faculty...

“Where does your inspiration come from?”
Patti Culea: “Color, nature, my surroundings. Often fabric. Being raised in an
exceptionally artistic home also helped. I was taught early on to look at my
surroundings for inspiration.”
Gyleen X. Fitzgerald: “Geometry. I have a dream list of shapes that I have
always found fascinating. I combine that with my love for being practical as an
engineer (Pineapple Tool and Trash to Treasure Quilts).
Katie Pasquini Masopust: “My inspirations come from many places.
http://127.0.0.1:33334/Preview/aQC4HA8Eq9MLBRA1mX-Rpw/summer12-childrens-books.html
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Sometimes I make quilts from photographs that I have taken. Rarely are these
quilts just a replication of photograph. I will either distort it, abstract it, or fracture

2.

it to make it uniquely mine.
“Lately, I have been going back to my roots as a painter. I am painting on
canvases with acrylic paint, and then cutting up the canvases and
reconstructing them to make a new composition. Sometimes these new
compositions inspire a quilt that looks like the painting, and then I will insert the
painting onto the surface of the quilt and quilt the whole thing to have a different
composition.”
Esterita Austin: “My inspiration comes from friends and family. Usually, when
the sun is setting, and the light is orange and dramatic, I use the opportunity to
snap photos for my future work.”

3.

Noriko Endo: “My inspiration comes from nature. Whenever I go out to the
woods, I take my camera with me and enjoy taking photos of nature. Trees are
a recurring image in my quilts.”
Judith Baker Montano: “My inspiration comes from my surroundings and my
passion for photography. Over the years, my love for Crazy quilting and
embellishments has evolved into creating land and seascapes and underwater
projects. My challenge is to take the photo and then interpret it into a painting
using dyed fabrics, threads, and yarns.”
John Flynn: “My inspiration comes from everywhere. A big influence is Plains
Indian Art, and my engineering background makes geometric designs very

4.

attractive to me.”

5.

Karen Kay Buckley: "My inspiration can come from anywhere. Recently, I saw
some great elements on a gift bag that inspired me to start a new quilt. Another
recent inspiration was from a note card. I loved the color combination on the
note card so much, I am using those colors on my current quilt. Sometimes
wallpaper elements, copyright-free books, past experiences...I moved into my
new studio space last summer and I have to say that it’s very inspiring.”

6.

Lyric Montgomery Kinard: “Inspiration can be found everywhere you look if
you are actively seeking it. A crack on the sidewalk might capture my attention,
a painting in a museum will have a color scheme that I’m drawn to. I love
architectural shapes, as well as textures found in the natural world. My iPhone
camera and a little sketchbook are two of my favorite tools for recording these
ubiquitous inspirations. Sometimes, a simple gathering of beautiful materials to
work with is all I need to be inspired.”

8.

For a complete list of faculty members and classes offered at fall Quilt Festival
in Houston, visit the class catalogue online.

7.

Photo cutlines:
Class project photos
Photo 1—Painted, Stitched Canvas with Katie Pasquini Masopust
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9.

Photo 2—Impressionist of Japan—Confetti Landscapes with Noriko Endo
Photo 3—Abstract-a-Licious with Lyric Montgomery Kinard
Photo 4—LiMei, A Study in Silk Dyeing for Dolls and Beyond with Patti Medaris Culea
Photo 5—Pow-erful Portraits with Esterita Austin
Photo 6—Texas Star—Red, White, and Blue! with John Flynn
Photo 7—Fiesta Mexico—Block #9 with Karen Kay Buckley
Photo 8—Trash to Treasure Pineapple Quilts with Gyleen X. Fitzgerald
Photo 9—Anenomes, Jelly Fish, Seaweed, and Corals in Stitches with Judith Baker Montano
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We love this whimsical, yet modern sailboat-shaped
pillow from designer Angela Pingel! It would make the
perfect addition to any children’s or nautical-themed
room. The design features precise piecing and tailored
piping, which makes this quick project good practice too!
Download the NAUTICAL PILLOW PROJECT PDF for
free (a Friends@Festival exclusive).
This project appears in the brand new 2012-2013 edition
of International Quilt Festival: Quilt Scene, available now
at the Quilting Daily Shop (both print and digital editions),
and on sale at Quilt Festival in Houston. This fourth
annual edition features 148 pages of quilt galleries, news
and notes from today’s “quilt scene,” fascinating
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interviews, special features, and projects from today’s top
designers and artists. Pick up your copy today!
DOWNLOADABLE NAUTICAL PILLOW PROJECT PDF
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We like to think that, as a whole, the Quilt Festival staff is a pretty creative
bunch. But it isn’t all fabric, thread, and planning for shows. There are many
among us who also like to cook in our free time…well, and eat, of course! In
NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

fact, it isn’t uncommon for members of the staff to share their homemade
goodies with the rest of the office—something from which we all benefit.

FESTIVAL'S PET PROJECT

For this edition of Hot Dish!, we gathered favorite recipes from several
members of the Quilt Festival team, all of which—it turns out—just happen to be

MEET FESTIVAL FACULTY

meatless. So, below, you’ll find a collection of veggie- (and budget-) friendly
snack, entrée, and dessert recipes courtesy of your friendly Festival staff.

FREELOADING

MARINATED CARROTS
from Kim DeCoste, Manager of Education

HOT DISH!
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Ingredients:
2 lbs. baby carrots, cooked until "crisp tender"
1 small onion, chopped
1 small bell pepper, cored and chopped
1 can tomato soup (Mix this and items below as marinade.)
3/4 c. vinegar
1/2 c. sugar
1tbsp. Worcestershire sauce
1 tbsp. mustard
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. black pepper
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Instructions:
Pour marinade over carrots, onions, and bell pepper. Let sit overnight in
refrigerator. Keeps refrigerated for a week.

AVOCADO AND TOMATO DIP
from Jill Benge, Education Assistant
Ingredients:
3-4 ripe avocados, peeled and diced
2-3 large ripe tomatoes, diced
Tony Chachere’s Cajun seasoning, to taste.
Instructions:
Mix, chill, and serve with Tortilla chips .

EGGPLANT STACKS
from Ann Graf, Administrative Assistant
Ingredients:
1 eggplant, sliced OR
leftover eggplant slices from another dish
Instructions:
First, rub a layer of olive oil on eggplant slices, and broil. The secret to broiling
eggplant is to go very lightly on the olive oil. After slicing the eggplant, I put
some olive oil on a plate. I dip my finger in the oil, and then quickly and lightly
wipe my finger across the eggplant. You want it covered (lightly) with oil, but you
do not want the oil to soak in.
Line the bottom of a casserole dish with a little pasta sauce (leftover pasta
sauce works well; any brand will work), and place broiled eggplant slices on top
of sauce. Top with a bit more sauce. Heat. Then, top with parmesan cheese and
place back into the oven until the cheese melts. Slices can be served stacked or
overlapped in a dish (as pictured).

SPINACH LASAGNA
from Carmen Valls, Special Exhibits Coordinator
Ingredients:
6 lasagna noodles, cooked
About a 25 oz. jar spaghetti sauce
10 oz. frozen spinach, thawed
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16 oz. cottage cheese
2 c. bag mozzarella cheese
Instructions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
In mixing bowl, combine cottage cheese and spinach.
Spread a small amount of sauce on the bottom of your pan for coating. Put
down two lasagna noodles, side by side, and then a layer of 1/3 of your cottage
cheese/spinach mixture, a layer of 1/3 of your spaghetti sauce, and a layer of
1/3 of your mozzarella cheese. Repeat two more times for a total of 3 layers.
Bake 30 to 45 minutes.

GRAMMY'S SUGAR COOKIES
from Judy Murrah, Vice President, Education and Administration
Ingredients:
Cream together: 1 c. margarine or butter
2 c. sugar
Blend in: 2 whole eggs
Sift together and add to mixture:
1 tsp. salt
2 tsp. baking powder
4 c. flour
Add to mixture: 1 tbsp. vanilla
Instructions:
Do not refrigerate. Divide into 3-4 balls. Roll one ball at a time. Use leftover
dough from each, rolling all together for last ball.
Roll out 1/8” thick on floured pastry cloth using a floured sock on rolling pin. Cut
with cookie cutters. Place on cookie sheet. Sprinkle with sugar. Bake at 350
degrees for 8-10 minutes. Cool on waxed paper.
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